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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD: 

1. Ambassador Collins called on Prime Minister 
Diem at noon on April 9j at latters invitation. Diem said 
he had heard French wanted to recall Bao Dai to Viet Nam nofr, 
and that Ambassador Collins had agreed. The latter said 
that this was not the case. The French had not raised the 
matter, and if they did he would Qpppse it, 

2, Ambassador Collins said that he had heard Prime Minister 
Diem kati meeting at 1000 with political leaders. Diem said 

that he had asked representatives of political groups to meet 

with him to study the proposed ordinance setting up a High 
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Council to be attached to the presidency and to advise the 
President on matters of general interest. Some parties were 
represented, others did not respond to the invitation, and 
still others sent observers. The parties which had attended 
Diem said were the VJ^QDD, Phuc Quoc Hoi, the socialists, SFI0 
group, the Party of National Revolution, the Northern Dai Viet 
(represented by Quat’s young associate Bui Diem) but no 
Southern Dai Viet, Diem mentioned also the party of General 
Nguyen GiaC Ngo, Ambassador Collins asked what the reaction 
of the meeting had been. Diem said, it had been generally 

agreed that a High Council should be formed. Another meeting 
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will be held next Wednesday to discuss the powers of the Council 

and possible members. Ambassador Collins asked how long it 
was proposed the Council continue in existence. Diem said it 
could continue after the Assembly had been created, if it works 
well. 

3. Ambassador Collins asked when elections would take 
place for the National Assembly. Diem replied May 15. He 
said that the Assembly could meet immediately thereafter, 
probably in the Saigon City Hall. 

4. Ambassador Collins raised the question of the Bandung 
Conference. Diem said that two jurists, members of the 
delegation, have already left. Asked who were the principal 
delegates, Diem said he himself and FONMIN Do. Ambassador 
Collins asked if Do was still in the government. Diem said that 
he was, and that the Thin Tanh group had withdrawn its second 
letter of resignation. Ambassador Collins said that he had 
seen Do, who had indicated uncertainty as to whether he was 
going to 3andung. It is important that he know at once. 

Moreover there is a question whether Diem, should leave the 
country at this time. Diem replied that P. Devinat said that 
he thought Diem should attend. Ambassador Collins confirmed 
this, saying that Devinat had mentioned to him that Diem should 
make only one point in his declaration, that is the plight of 
the refugees fleeing from communist domination. Ambassador 
Collins urged Diem to call in Do at once and decide the 






question of Vietnamese representation. 

5. tfith respect to the present crisis, Diem said he 
hoped Bao Dai would act before next Tuesday*, to remove police 
control from Binh Xuyen. He said General Gumbiez had told 
him the Binh Xuyen had kidnapped army soldiers from the streets 
of Saigon in broad daylight. Last night, he continued, the 
Binh Xuyen had thrown grenades onto Hoa Hao property, hoping 
to arouse the Hoa Hao against the army. Diem said that a 
fifteen-day truce was toolong, and that if he were not to nave 
contol of the National Hq on rue Catinat, he should at least 
in that period set up a new chief of police in another building. 
Ambassador Collins said that the French and American govts 
were now studying this question, ^iem said he had warned 
Gambiez that unless the police question were settled there could 
be a revolution, the army could disintegrate, and the French 
might be attacked, with considerable bloodshed. Ambassador 
Collins said that he had heard that members of Diem’s entourage 
were vigorously attacking the French and spreading rumors about 
them. He said that since the govt will need full French support 
this type of attack is very unwise. 




